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hoped to eradicate the Mohammedan element and make Roman
Catholic provinces of Bosnia and Herzegovina which the
Hungarians alone could prevent.

I said that though some of our leading newspapers appeared to
urge Austria to occupy those provinces, a disturbance of the
territorial status quo as I had observed before would be very
unfavourably looked upon by the people of England, and I asked
whether he had heard of any intention on the part of Russia to
try and recover the Dobrudja which she had lost by the Crimean
War.

Prince Bismarck said he had not yet heard the question alluded
to, but as far as he knew Prince Gorchakov, he could quite
conceive the thought to be in his mind. Prince Gorchakov was
now too old to go in for conquest, he had no such ambition, but
he would delight in a repetition of his Black Sea policy to recover
by diplomatic skill what the Treaty of Paris had taken from
Russia in 1856.

Prince Bismarck then went on to say that his reason for
wishing a frank and frequent exchange of ideas with H.M.G.
on the Eastern Question resulted from his conviction that
England and Germany were the two Powers best able to prevent
mischief if things took a threatening turn.

Austria and Russia, and even France and Italy had special
interests in the East about which they might some day quarrel,
whilst Germany had none. England had a legitimate right to
the road to India, which Germany cordially supported, and both
wished for nothing but peace in the East, and so he believed that
England and Germany were the two Powers naturally called
upon to keep order among those whose interests were special and
conflicting*

To prevent war, there were in his opinion two ways of dealing
with the Eastern Question,

The first was that all the Powers should agree as long as pos-
sible to work cordially together to maintain the territorial status
quo as they are now doing honestly, sincerely and he hoped
successfully.

But circumstances might arise in Turkey unfavourable to a
maintenance of our present peace policy. If the insurrection
continued Montenegro might claim more territory with access
to the sea, or union with Servia. Russia might support these
pretensions and Austria oppose them, and other dangerous
questions might ensue to which even the combined influence of
England and Germany might not find a pacific solution.

If then peace became impossible without territorial modifica-